ROMANIZATION SYSTEM FOR AMHARIC

BGN/PCGN 1967 System

The BGN/PCGN system for Amharic was designed for use in romanizing names written in
Ambaric characters. The Roman letters and letter combinations shown as equivalents to the Amharic
characters reflect modern Amharic pronunciation. Different consonant characters in three groups are
pronounced alike in modern Amharic and are therefore romanized identically for use in geographic

names.

BASIC CHARACTERS

1storder 2" order 3™order 4" order 5"order 6" order' 7% order
12 U ha U~ hu 4. hi Y ha %, hée v h, hi ¥ ho
2 N le A lu N, I A la [([! AL i A lo
32 c ha - hu ch, hi 4 ha dv hé ch h, hi 4 ho
4 av me ao- mu a7 mi 7 ma 9] mé ° m, mi 9 mo
52 W se - su e AT vl sa vl sé /2’ s, si ¥ so
6 lore 4 ru il ¢4 ra b oré Crri ¢ ro
72 N se (- su 0, si A sa 0 sé 0l s, si 0 so
8  she i shu . shi 4 sha . shé 7 sh, shi (' sho
98 + Ke ¢ Ku & KT P Ka ¢ ke + K, Ki ¢+ Ko
10 N be N bu N, bt 0 ba N bé 1 b, bi N bo
11 + te + tu 4 T 7 ta + té + ot ti + to
12 T che ‘E chu T. chi J cha ‘T ché 7 ch chi T cho
132 "1 ha I hu I ht 3 ha " hé “4 h, hi % ho
14 7 ne T nu .nl q nad s né 7 n,ni % no
15 7 nye - nyu . onyt & nya & nyé % ny, nyi % nyo
164 h a/a ~ u’u no1m h a’a h e A i,i or not h 0,0
Romanized
17 n ke - ku n, ki h ka n, ké nk ki h ko
182 T he T hu . ht M ha ™ hé 7 h, hi T ho
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1storder 2" order 3“order 4"order 5"order 6" order' 7" order
o we @. wu P wi P wa P weée @ w, wi 2 wo
0 ‘a 0 ‘u 9 T 9 ‘a % ‘e o ‘i ? ‘o
H ze t zu H. zi H za H zé H z, zi H zo
M zhe M zhu M. zhi M zha M zhé ' zh, zhi " zho
¢ ye® £ yu f yi £ ya f yé 2 y,yi - yo
L de 4 du 4. di 4 da L, dé £ d, di £ do
2 je % ju 87 % ja 2 je i Z jo
1 ge 7 gu 1L g1 J ga b gé 7 g, qi 1 go
m te m- t'u m, t'71 a1 ta m, t'é T 1,1 Mm t'o

6h, ch’e 6bs ch'u 6h, ch’l sr, ch’a ey ch'eé Tchc’:ih,’ ™ ch’o
A pe % pu A, pT % pa % pé & ppi A po
A ts’e A ts'u A, tsTT A ts’a A ts'e A ts, tsi A ts’'o
0 ts’e 0- ts'u 9 tsT 9 ts'a 9 ts’é 0 ts’, 'ts’i ? ts’'o
4. fe ¢ fu 4 fi 4. fa é, fé & f fi 6: fo
T pe F pu T p1 J* pa T pé T p, pi 7" po
N ve N vu n. vi 0 va n ve A v, Vi N vo




NUMERALS

o)

COMBINATIONS WITH WA

34 order 4" order 5t order 6t order
P~ K'wi % K'wa P~ K'wé P~ K'wi
~ hwt 1. hwa % hwe I~ hwi
i~ kwit 1, kwa 1, kweé i~ kwi
T gwi 4 gwa 2 gweé T gwi

COMBINATIONS WITH WA

4. Iwa (I, bwa H zwa a). twa
77 mwa 1 twa i zhwa 65 ch’'wa
4 rwa T chwa 4. ts'wa
A, swa 5. nwa 4 dwa 4: fwa
7, shwa & nywa 8. jwa
COMBINATIONS WITH YA
Z rya &4 mya & fya ‘h e
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NOTES
The 6th-order characters should be romanized either with or without the letter 1, depending on
pronunciation.

For documentation purposes, the characters romanized with h in rows 1, 3, 13, and 18 may, instead ,
be romanized with h, h, h, and h, respectively; the characters romanized with s in rows 5 and 7
may, instead, be romanized with § and s, respectively; and the characters romanized with ts’ in rows
30 and 31 may, instead, be romanized with ts’ and ts, respectively.

When the character 9 in row 14 is known to represent the Amharic word meaning “and” its
romanization (na) should always be separated from the preceding and following words by spaces
and should never be capitalized, e.g., Raya na K’obo.

The vowel characters in row 16 should be romanized a, u, 1, a, €, i, and o initially and ’a, ’u, 1, ’a,
’8, ’i, and ’o in all other postitions.

When the character ¥ in row 23 is known to represent the Amharic preposition, its romanization
(Ye) should be capitalized and written together with the following word, which should also be
capitalized, e.g., YeWiha Shet’.



